Operant conditioning and behavioral analyses using a minicomputer.
An operant conditioning and data analysis software system was developed for use on a PDP-12A minicomputer. The operant software functions in quasi time-sharing fashion to control and acquire data from any peripheral device that operates in the binary mode. In addition to independently running different experiments in near simultaneous fashion, the program also provides information on the current status of each experiment using a cathode ray-tube display. Response data from each experimental subject is stored on magnetic tape and analyzed, off-line, by the data analysis portion of the software system. A discussion of the operation of this system is given for one possible application: visual discrimination training.